PIV UGINIViELINOET F 


LIBRARY rep 


S 


29 1956 


Keep a True Lent 


Is this a Fast, to keep 
The larder lean, 
And clean 
From fat of veals and sheep? 


Is it to quit the dish 
Of flesh, yet still 
Towzill . 
The platter high with fish? 


Is it to fast an hour, 
Or ragg’d to go, 
Or show 
A downcast look and sour? 


No: ’tis a Fast to dole 

Thy sheaf of wheat 
And meat 

Unto the hungry soul. 


It is to fast from strife, 
From old debate 
And hate; 
To circumcise thy life. 


To show a heart grief-rent; 
To starve thy sin, 
Not bin: 
And that’s to keep thy Lent. 


—Robert Herrick 


rfect Love 


one ever lived who accomplished a work so great 
mat of Jesus Christ. No one ever bore the burden of 
emendous a mission; yet the impression conveyed 
ais life is one of repose and tranquility. So deep and 
nakable was his confidence in the God whom he 
sy as Father that he could invite the whole world to 
x and share his rest. 

—Anon. 
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Is That in the Bible? 
By Esther S. James 


“John, dear, would you please bring my bathrobe and 
slippers?” called his wife, Marge. “I forgot them—and I 
need a clean towel, too, if you don’t mind.” 

Very reluctantly John laid down his book and left 
his cozy chair by the fireside. “Oh, all right,’ he grum- 
bled. “But after all, Marge, why don’t you gather up 
your own things?” 

As an old friend and frequent visitor in their home, I 
overheard this little episode and probably would soon 
have forgotten it. But Marge herself brought it up dur- 
ing a confidential little chat with me later. 

She was embarrassed that I had heard her husband’s 
ungracious remarks; and while loyally defending him in 
every way possible, she pointed out their contrasting 
attitudes about such small favors as she had asked him. 

“If you intend to grant a favor,” Marge explained, 
“you might as well do it cheerfully. Grumbling about 
the services you are asked to perform takes the joy out 
of life, both for you and the one you are helping.” 

Sixteen years after this incident I find that this is not 
just a good idea for a happy home but actually a Bible 
command: “He who does acts of mercy, with cheerful- 
ness” (Rom. 12:8). 

I need that, too. Too often my “acts of mercy” to my 
children are accompanied by scolding and reproofs. 
Lord, by Thy grace I will be cheerful. 

—Free Methodist. 


A Prayer and a Cross 


Lent might well be known as the season of Prayer 
and the Cross. It is the time of searching, even agoniz- 
ing prayer. And it is the time when the shadow of the 
cross falls deepest upon us all, speaking to us of the 
realities of man’s willfulness and sin, God’s forbearing 
love and redemption. 

“Two signs of Jesus abide,” declares preacher George 
A. Buttrick, “though all else be ignored or forgotten— 
a prayer and a cross. People who are ignorant about the 
Bible can recite the Lord’s Prayer, and they know that 
Jesus was crucified. These are his memorial; not a tomb- 
stone or a moneyed foundation, but a simple prayer and 
a gallows set against the daybreak. 
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New Parsonage at Galilee Lutheran, Pewaukee, Wisconsin 


Pastor Leroy F. Andersen writes 
the following interesting account 
from this new home mission field. 


It is now a year and a half since 
Gallee Lutheran in Pewaukee instal- 
led its first pastor. We are happy to 
report that the Lord has blessed the 
work. We are now self-supporting, 
having requested no subsidy for the 
coming year. Last June the congrega- 
tion took over the pastor’s salary 
($4,000) and the rent on the parson- 
age. The synodical and district quotas 
have been paid in full. During the 
year tthe congregation received a loan 
from the endowment fund of $15,000 
for the construction of a parsonage. 
The amortization of this loan was the 
next big step taken and the congrega- 
tion has now assumed the responsi- 
bility in its budget in full. 


Galilee is using the BOND OF 
LOVE stewardship system. Its budget- 
ed needs for the coming year was set 
up at about $10,000. The congregation: 
will carry this itself. In addition it is 
planning on going into a_ building 
fund drive to help finance the first 
church unit. At present the congrega- 
tion still rents and worships in the 
(Pewaukee Town Hall. A first unit is 
desperately needed. 


The baptized membership of the 
church is 350. During the past year 
105 new members were taken in. The 
coming year will probably see the 
biggest increase in membership. Two 
adult instruction classes are now in 
session with 39 children in the con- 
firmation class. The Sunday school 
enrollment is 160. 


Pewaukee is a lake resort area of 
about 5,000 population, 20 miles out- 
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side of Milwaukee. Galilee is an in- 
tegration of many different nationali- 
ties. The spirit and enthusiasm of the 
people is exceptional. 

The new parsonage is the biggest 
accomplishment of the year. The com- 
pleted cost to the congregation is 
$17,500. Its real estate value, how- 
ever, is about $28,000, a result of good 
stewardship on the part of the con- 
gregation. Many hours of labor were 
put in and material given. 

The building is of lannon stone con- 
struction with a garage and ibreezeway 
attached. It has a full basement built 
especially for the purpose of holding 
meetings. The basement can easily 
seat 100 persons, also has a working 
office space, laundry and furnace 
room. There is radiant heat in the 
cement floor making it an excellent 
basement. The house has 3 large bed- 
rooms and a study, dining room, liv- 
ing room with a stone fireplace, and 
kitchen. The kitchen is modern with 
a built-in Thermador stove and oven. 
The living room was carpeted by the 
women’s Guild. The parsonage is a 
real asset to the work of the church 
for it is used [by the organizations and 
committees almost each night in the 
week. 

Galilee owns 3 acres. It is hoped that 
the coming year will see our first unit 
go up. The potential and the need for 
the Gospel is very great here. We will 
appreciate the prayers and encourage- 
ment of our sister congregations... 
that men may know Christ. 


The Late Pastor James C. Peterson 
of Salt Lake City, Utah was made 
“Major” in 1940 in the Officers Re- 


serve Corps as a Reserve commission- 


ed officer. This appointment he held 
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Much of our news is received from Re- 


February 27, 


at the time of his death. 

Mrs. Peterson will remain at 
parsonage for some time helping | 
congregation as she has done the 
five months, The seven Peterson ¢ 
dren were all together at their j 
ther’s funeral. They had not (been! 
gether at one time since Christi 
1941. 


Do not forget to vote on the I 
tion of headquarters of new chu 
All ballots must be dated before Ma 
Ist. If not dated before March 
your vote in this poll is lost. 


Webster Groves, Mo. Pastor 
M. Andersen was given a raise’ 
$300.00 in salary at the annual m<¢ 
ing of the congregation. 


Castro Valley, Calif. Faith Luth 
an Church, the Rev. Anker Jens 
pastor, plans to call a parish wor 
this year. 


A Baptismal Font, an Altar ani 
Pulpit will be given away to any) 
who needs it by Nazereth Luthe 
Church, Coulter, Iowa, by writing 
Howard Brown, Coulter, Iowa. 


Fresno, Calif. A parish house 
dedicated by Grace Lutheran Chui 
B. J. Engskov, pastor, Jan. 29. It i 
building 16 iby 35 feet. The name 
the building is Susan Andersen J} 
morial Building in memory of the 1 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Douglas, 
Andersen. The building is construe 
with funds donated by the Ander; 
family and the W.M.S. of the Paci 
District. Various craftsmen of the ec 
gregation also donated labor. TheR 
Christian Justesen, Pacific Distr 
President, was present for the dedi 
tion. 


Omaha, Nebr., Pastor M. G. Christ 
sen. A met gain of 41 new memb 
was added to the church in 1955. 7 
annual report shows that many orgé 
izations are at work covering eve 
aspect of the life of the church, wh: 
now is making good progress in 
new sanctuary. 


Valley Lutheran, North Hollywo 
Calif. Adolph Koth pastor, reports 
total baptized membership of 701, 

(Continued on page 6) 
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HOME MISSION PROBLEMS 


report of the home mission executive director, 
K. M. Mathiesen, has come to us. This report will 
ore the Board of Home Missions which meets the 
week of February at Blair, Nebr. 


synod has 28 congregations, which receive aid 
the home mission treasury. Five of these are not 
home mission congregations, but they receive a 
grant temporarily. The twenty-three real home 
churches have a total of 4423 baptized members, 
which 2546 are confirmed. 


tse 23 churches have assets valued at $748,533.00. 
ave an indebtedness of $272,147.00. This is about 
per confirmed member. This is not bad. Of 
+, some of them have as much as $340.00 per con- 
I member, but then they are also heavily subsi- 
by the home mission board. These 23 congrega- 
are asking for an aid of a total of $54,271.00 for the 
ks year starting May Ist. This is about $21.00 per 
med member. Of course, some of the newly organ- 
Dngregations get more. Some get as much as $42.00 
onfirmed member in aid from May Ist, 1956 till 
st 1957. But every year these congregations get 
nembers and increase their giving, so they gradual- 
tome self-supporting. 


new field was organized Feb. 12. It is Christ the 
fLutheran Church at Harvey Park, Denver Colo. 
235 ‘baptized members out of which 116 are con- 
. The Rev. Donald T. Hansen is pastor there. 


fr fields are under consideration. 


+ to unfavorable crop and marketing conditions 
ural congregations have financial difficulties. 


congregations have different problems. There- 
bome are able to grow faster than others, and some 
ole to be self-supporting sooner than others. 


me mission work has become very fascinating. It 
resting to start in a new place where there are 
prospects and teach those new people to take up 
rork in the kingdom. Such congregations are not 
I by old traditions. They can often blaze new trails. 


course, some of these fields may be trying for both 
astor and the members. Things do not always come 


st as is expected. So let us get behind the home 
on work both in prayer and in sacrificial giving. 


CHURCHES AND SPIRITUAL RABBITS 


x have turned our churches into warrens for 
ual rabbits who want a magic formula to save 
tender skins.” With these words Dr. Paul Calvin 
= of Philadelphia, Pa. addressed 600 ministers at 
angeles, Calif. on Feb. 7. Here are some points from 


ddress: 


aose brave souls who would take the church seri- 
find themselves baffled and distressed by the lack 
allenge or by the little church chores that are as- 
1 to them, when they volunteer for service.” 

-he early church of the apostles “They meant busi- 
and saw to it that everyone who came into the 


Christian fellowship meant business, otherwise they did 
not get in.” 


“The church is paralyzed today at the moment of its 
great opportunity because we have committed the 
blasphemy of insisting that what is so costly for God 
shall come easy to us. We haven’t dared face our con- 
gregations with a hard gospel. Consequently, we have 
attracted to our churches the timid, the soft, the unad- 
venturous.” 


“This is a world fit for heroes.” 


The above quotations speak for themselves. It is re- 
freshing to get a few words like that now and then. 
They help to shake us out of our easygoing attitude. 


THE SOURCE OF OUR POWER 
Last month we visited two churches where mid-week 
prayer and Bible study groups have just been reorgan- 
ized. They are typical of the many congregations, where 
years have passed without their people being given an 
opportunity to join in witness and testimony. 


Yet there is no dearth of organization or activity. 
Their doors keep swinging and lights keep burning 
every day and evening of the week. But prayer seems to 
be something for the minister on Sunday, and to open or 
close meetings. 


Common prayer and public witness are two of the great 
sources of spiritual power for the Christian. They have 
been neglected in too many places too long, in the Unit- 
ed Church. Ministers must take their large share of 
blame; ‘but ministers can get pretty discouraged by lack 
of interest and help from their people. 


There has been a tendency on this continent to rely 
too much on organization. We are not among those to 
excuse bad planning and administration by seeking to 
discredit organization. Organization is simply a method 
by which leaders deploy all their resources, personnel, 
talents and treasure to accomplish the greatest amount 
of good in the quickest possible time. 


But it is easy to confuse organization with cluttered 
machinery, or keeping busy with making progress. The 
United Church has a lot of organization, and it works 
well. 


‘But we don’t rely enough on the sources of power 
which are the Church’s own. Briefly we are not praying 
enough; we are not studying enough; we are not going 
down deeply enough into the things of our faith. 


We don’t want this to ‘be a pious plea for more piety. 
We just want to remind ourselves of basic facts. If we 
are to articulate our faith and organize our witness in a 
mission to a nation, we have got to study and pray 
about our faith. If we intend to live and preach it, and 
win others to it, we have to rely more and more on 
these sources of our power. 


The above article is not ours. We have quoted it from 
the United Church Observer of Canada. But we have 
often thought that since it is possible to get a group of 
people out for seven Lenten services, why is it not pos- 
sible to get them out to study the Word of God some 
other evening? Can anyone tell us why? 
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THE SAVIOR BETRAYED 


By L. M. 


The prison camps of Korea have introduced many A- 
mericans to the backstage setting for what has been call- 
ed betrayal all too glibly. With an air of holy wrath 
veiling a self-righteous attitude the accusing finger has 
been pointed at Judas, and at others who have been 
tried for treason of country or a cause. 


The trial proceedings of Lt. Col. Harry Flemming, 
formerly of Racine, Wis., were followed by the folks 
from his home with intense interest. Sympathies were 
generally on his side. 


He was charged with: 


“Collaboration with the enemy and thereby giving the 
enemy aid and comfort.” 


For many months attorneys from his home town, Ra- 
cine, have defended him. The issue, his attorney has re- 
ported to this writer, centers around the question, 
“What constitutes collaboration?” The length of the 
trial and the strength of the opposing sides reflect the 
difficulty with finding an acceptable definition of “Be- 
trayal.” His defense argues that he did not actually col- 
laborate with the enemy in as much as what he did he 
did not to help the enemy, but to achieve an end which 
was good for his men. His accusers insist that what he 
did was to allow himself to be used by the enemies of his 
country. The outcome of the trial is yet unknown. But 
when this one is settled there will be others, and when 
this generation is passed on there will be other trials, 
because there does not exist a definition of “betrayal” ac- 
ceptable to everyone. 

Since this is the case, it is important to know some of 
the circumstances and to speak with some tolerance 
and reserve when mentioning what has been called “The 
Betrayal by Judas of Jesus.” 

Regardless of the name that is given to what Judas 
did, it was a necessary part in Jesus’ mission. No mat- 
ter what Judas intended that it should accomplish, it 
contributed toward the fulfillment of God’s Will. 

No matter what the outcome, if Judas’ purpose was to 
put Jesus out of the way, his act was despicable. No 
matter how noble Judas’ reasons were for what he did, 
it will hang as a black cloud over the procession of 
Christian saints. 

The betrayal by Judas was a part of the humiliation 
and suffering of Jesus Christ as the Savior. It can be 
asked “why did Jesus permit such a man in His ranks? 
Why did He enlist him at all? Why did He not stop all 
of this?” The same questions can be asked about all 
which Jesus permitted. The answer to all of them is 
that it was His desire and intention to give Himself as the 
Savior to atone for the sins of the world. This con- 
scious purpose controlled Him all the way. 

It is the other side of the incident that intrigues and 
challenges. No matter what we may call Judas’ dastard- 
ly act, a much more important subject is the form that 


Andersen 


i 
that kind of discipleship to Jesus takes today. It vi 
be unrealistic to assume that the Savior betrayed} 
page from the past which never will occur 4 
Churches and members of churches can become gj 
of this. Ei 

If betrayal is giving aid and comfort to the ene i 
Jesus this can be done as easily and effectively by 


than the most for Christ, or to be a nominal chi 
member—just belonging, but not doing anything, | 
ders on betrayal. 
Judas was a man acknowledged by his colleguq 
one of them, and one on whom they depended, one Wj 
they trusted. Nothing Jesus had done up to that I) 
would have led them to think that He thought o} 
wise. It was from His own group Jesus was betré 
This is the pattern betrayal takes in the modern ch 
It is from within the organized church that Jesus} 
His vilest foes. His cause will never be injured or w 
ened by the forces outside of the church. . 
It is not to cause those who are trying honestk 
despair of their efforts that this is written, but tj 
waken those who have taken their Christian religi¢ 
a careless and indifferent manner. 
By neglecting to support the program of a cong? 
tion a member is giving comfort to the enemies 
Christ. Nothing is more weakening to the church } 
strife and dissension within a congregation. The | 
bearers in a congregation are virtual betrayers in 
they lay the ground-work for comfort to Jesus’ | 
Then there are those who place their personal wl 
and feelings above the cause of Jesus. They will 
support the church or give or work in it if it cannol 
the way they want it, or if their feelings were hur 
some thoughtless gesture or remark. They do ex 
that which the foes of the church want—nothing 
this they give comfort to her enemies. Or the pe 
that undermines the servant of the Lord in the chu 
Telling tales, adding bits of untruth and slander, 
just sowing seeds of doubt in the minds of members 
complishes the same thing. It weakens the church. | 
is comforting to the enemies, and this is betrayal. 
Betrayal can also take the form of teaching the w: 
things about Jesus. The modern church which 
much about religion, about God, and even about Je 
but which carefully refrains from anything else 
would offend persons who do not like the doctrin 
the blood of Jesus and His death in the place of 
ners is contributing more to the comfort of the foe 
Jesus than it must realize. 
Although Judas did not betray Jesus with a doct 
but a kiss, he did with that kiss mean to represer 
(Continued on page 15) 
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urch News from here and there 


Mission Brings 
-ersons To Church 


“preaching - teaching - reaching” 
1 conducted by 185 Minneapolis 
t. Paul Lutheran congregations 


L 8, 238 new persons into Church, 
disclosed today. 


btal of 108,876 persons attend- 
ming services of the mission Mon- 
rough Thursday in the participat- 
urches. 
L results were: 
8 lay visitors participated in the 
n; 32,061 unchurched persons 
salled on; 1,830 adults were en- 
in information classes; 3,088 
'§ were brought into church by 
‘mation or transfer; and 3,320 
=n were enrolled in Sunday school 
reduled for baptism. 


ose of the mission was to deep- 
5 spiritual life of church mem- 
md win the unchurched. 


age Service Plan 
mplated By Synod 


sburgh— A “Marriage Service 
is presently being studied by the 
urgh Synod’s executive commit- 
ne plan was drawn up by the so- 
ction committee which pointed 
-at many unmarried church mem- 
ack opportunity for meeting de- 
= mates and are frequently ex- 
j by professional marriage serv- 
_reaus. 


zctive of the service is to intro- 

unmarried Christian men and 
nn to each other under church 
-es. The service would be made 
‘ble to members of  synodical 
nes under the direction of the 
action committee. 


- program would be explained to 
astors; all confidential files would 
ipt by the committee. Information 
would be provided through the 

“s to those seeking advice. Copies 
> two cards would go to the pas- 
»f the persons involved. The pas- 
would then arrange a meeting 
the two parties. The meeting 

i be of a preliminary nature and 
:e no obligations on those seeking 
Ministers would be available 

arther counseling should the in- 
xtion lead to marriage plans. The 
nd’s pastor would continue to 
‘ain interest in the couple, and 
it periodical reports to the board 
year following the date of mar- 

—The Lutheran. 


Government Issues Guide 
For Clergy On Social Security 


Washington, D.C. — A guide for min- 
isters, members of religious orders 
and Christian Science practitioners in 
obtaining social security coverage was 
issued here by the Internal Revenue 
Service. 


Commissioner Russell Chase Har- 
rington, in a formal statement, re- 
minded clergymen that in filing their 
income tax returns for 1955 they must 
make a personal election as to whether 
they want social security coverage. 


Such election, he said, must be made 
on Form 2031 which will be supplied by 
any district office of the service. 


If coverage is elected, the clergyman 
will be considered “self-employed” for 
the purpose of paying the social secur- 
ity tax, even though he receives a sal- 
ary from a religious organization. 


In addition to filing his individual in- 
come tax return (Form 1040) the cler- 
gyman must also obtain and file the 
so-called “Schedule C” which is en- 
titled “Profit (or Loss) From Business 
or Profession.” 


Part 3 of this schedule is used for 
the computation of the “self-employ- 
ment tax” which must be paid by in- 
dependent business and professional 
people who are under social security 
and do not get their tax withheld at 
the source. 


Where the clergyman draws a sal- 
ary, he will simply report his salary 
as “profit” from his profession. If he 
receives fees and other honoraria he 
also reports them, and is entitled to 
subtract all traveling expenses and 
other expenses recognized as legal de- 
ductions from net income for clergy- 
men. 


If clergymen do not elect coverage 
this year, they will have a chance 
to do so next year in filing their 1956 
returns. 


However, if coverage is not elected 
at that time, the decision will be bind- 
ing. Where coverage is elected, the 
clergyman will be obligated to pay the 
“self-employment tax” every year un- 
til his retirement. 


Coverage will be retroactive to Jan. 
1, 1955, which means that benefits will 
begin July 1, 1956, for ministers who 
retire at 65 and for the widows and 
children of those who die after that 
date. 


American Church Delegation 
Going To Russia 


New York—A delegation of eight 
top U.S. Protestant leaders will visit 
Moscow in March for conversations 
with Christian leaders in the Soviet 
Union. 


Selected by the National Council of 
(Churches, the deputation will make 
the visit under the agency’s sponsor- 
ship. It will mark the first phase of a 
two-way visit that will bring Rus- 
sian church men to the United States 
next June as guests of the National 
Council. Each visit will be for a period 
of about ten days. 


Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, president 
of the National Council, announced 
the exchange visits at a meeting of its 
General Board here. He will be chair- 
man of the American deputation. 


He said the visits will afford an op- 
portunity for an exchange of views 
respecting the life and work of the 
churches in the two countries, includ- 
ing efforts of the churches to achieve 
a just and durable peace. 


Warns Christianity Must Appeal 
To Masses Of Far East 


Buck Hill Falls, Pa.—Christianity 
must appeal to the common people of 
the Far East or risk the possibility of 
losing out to Communism, a missionary 
to Japan warned here. 


The Rev. Robert W: Wood addressed 
350 ministers and laymen attending 
the mid-Winter meeting of the Congre- 
gational Christian Churches. 


He predicted that the “once som- 
nolent masses” of the Far East will 
exercise increasing influence on the 
destiny of their nations. 


“Tf the church does not relate it- 
self strongly to these groups,” Mr. 
Wood said, “it will be shunted into a 
back-eddy of history.” 


He said that within the past ten 
years “the face of the Far East has 
been altered beyond recognition, and 
one of the largest factors in this has 
been the troubled stirrings there of the 
common man.” 


The missionary reported that be- 
tween 90 and 95 per cent of Japan’s 
Christians come from the urban, mid- 
dle-class and intellectual groups which 
constitute only about 20 per cent of 
the people. 


“A mere two per cent of our Chris- 
tians are found among the farmers and 


6 


fishermen,” he said, “and only three 
per cent of the Christians are found 
in the laboring group.” 


Mr. Wood contended that these fig- 
ures show “the irrelevance of much 
Christian work to the basic thrust of 
Communism.” 


“From a Christian standpoint they 
indicate how the church has—unin- 
tentionally for the mest part—neglect- 
ed the overwhelmingly largest class 
group in Japan—people who more than 
any others need the help and love 
and hope that Christ offers,” he said. 


Bishop Stresses A'dult 
Responsibility For Delinquency 


Boston—Methodist Bishop John Wes- 
ley Lord of Boston charged here that 
“the terrifying juvenile delinquency of 
our day is symptomatic and evidence 
of adult delinquency and a steady de- 
terioriation in our modern society.” 


“We shall not be rid of juvenile de- 
linquency,” he said, “until society as 
a whole is willing to recognize that 
juvenile irresponsibility is an aspect 
of its own thought and life and is 
willing to accept a greater degree of 
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moral responsibility for the life of the 
community.” 


The bishop spoke at a Protestant Boy 
Scout service in the chapel of Boston 
University marking the 46th anniver- 
sary of the Boy Scouts of America. 
Several hundred scouts from 18 cities 
and towns in the Greater Boston area 
participated. 


Bishop Lord said that in view of “the 
sordid picture of irresponsibility in our 
midst we are grateful for such respon- 
sible and creative segments in our 
population as the Boy Scouts.” 


Survey Shows Problems Of 
‘Composite’ Protestant Minister 


Chicago—The average Protestant 
clergyman spends more time on cleri- 
cal work than on preparing sermons, 
according tto a survey being made by 
Dr. Samuel W. Blizzard, associate pro- 
fessor of sociology at Pennslyvania 
State University. 


Dr. Blizzard, a Presbyterian minister, 
told 300 clergymen attending Chicago 
Theological Seminary’s annual Min- 
isters Week here that he expects to 


THE LIVING WORD 
By Luther A. Weigle 


“Communicate” 


The King James Version of the Bi- 
ble uses the verb ‘‘communicate” six 
times and the noun “communication” 
seven times; but in each case the Re- 
vised Standard Version has chosen an- 
other word as a more accurate trans- 
lation. To say that Paul “communicat- 
ed” to the heads of the church in 
Jerusalem the gospel which he was 
preaching among the Gentiles (Gala- 
tians 2:2) fails to describe the situa- 
tion, for the Greek says that he “laid 
it before them” with a view to com- 
ing to an agreement concerning the 
most far-reaching question of principle 
and policy that the church ever faced. 
In all other cases where it is used in 
the King James Version, the verb 
“communicate” has the sense of “share.” 
It refers, not to words, but to fellow- 
ship and generous action. 

“To do good) and to communicate for- 
get not” (Hebrews 13:16) means “Do 
not neglect to do jgood and to share 
what you have.” Paul’s injunction to 
the Galatians (6:6), “Let him that is 
taught in the word communicate un- 
to him that teacheth in all good things,” 
means “Let him who is taught the 
word share all: good things with him 


and 


“communication” 


who teaches.” When Paul wrote to the 

Philippians (4:14) “Ye have well done, 
that ye did communicate with my af- 
fliction,” he did not refer to letters 
of sympathy, but to gifts of material 
aid, as the succeeding verses make 
perfectly clear. This verse is now trans- 
lated, “It was kind of you to share 
my trouble.” 

In one case the use of the word 
“communication” is misleading. It is 
the often-quoted text in 1 Corinthians 
15:33, “Evil communications corrupt 
good manners.” That was a copy-book 
maxim in my public-school days which 
I am sure that I copied a thousand 
times, and I thought that “evil com- 
munications” meant profane or obscene 
language. But the Greek word used 
here is more comprehensive; it refers 
to the whole body of social influences, 
the companionships and associations, 
in which oral conversation and written 
communications play only a part. And 
what is at stake is more than good 
manners, it is moral character. The 
Greek word is the one from which the 
English word “ethics” is derived. The 
present translation is, “Bad company 
ruins good morals.” 
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complete the two-year project 
June 30. 


He described it as “the most ext 
study ever made of the Prot 
ministry” and said it was based 
survey of 1,500 local pastors of £ 
nominations graduated from 80 ¢ 
ent seminaries. 


The “composite” minister evok 
the study, Dr. Blizzard said, likey 
to preach and conduct worship 
ices for his flock and likes least 
roles as organizer and administ 


He works ten hours a day at 
a minister and another six wi 
family or on personal affairs. 
“thinks he is spending most a 
time on things he feels least tr 
for.” 


The survey also shows the av 
minister believes seminaries sv 


give more training in human beh! 
counseling, organizing and admin 
tion, and more useful Biblical an 

logical courses. 


Dr. Blizzard said that chur 
“expect a different sort of thing 
their minister now than they d 
other generations.” The minister’ 
temporary role, he said, stress 
need for his being able to “live i 
world of people as well as the wo 
ideas.” 


4 


NEWS AND NOTES ~— 
(Continued from page 2) 

had a net gain of 99 baptized 1 
bers the past year. The congreg 
plans to engage a student intern 
year. This is one of our recent | 
mission congregations that is now 
supporting, and it is on the we 
great things. . 


Norwalk, Calif. Trinity Lut 
Church, William J. Hanson, pe 
reports 1221 baptized members, I 
ceived 358 members the past year 
sides Pastor Hanson, Marie Ande 
serves as parish worker and Dec 
Olsen as vicar. The Sunday scho 
growing fast with up to 800 emr 
and an average attendance of 550. 
income of the ‘Sunday school 
$5,184.00 the past year. These 
dren do not seem to bring pel 
only. Norwalk is also one of 
synod’s recently organized home 
sion churches. 


Eugene Oregon. The Emmaus 
theran Church Ladies Aid of Eu 
Cregon had their regular meeting 
cember 1, 1955, at the parish he 
the church. All members wer 

(Continued on page 13) — 
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The West Canada District 


By L. A. Kirkegaard, District President 


est of all take note of the size of this district. It in- 
2s the three prairie provinces of Manitoba, Sas- 
1ewan, and Alberta. One congregation is located in 
uipeg. Another is found in a tiny community in Al- 
2 named Kevisville. These form the extremes of 
district in more than one sense. Winnipeg is the 
way to Western Canada, equivalent to Chicago in 
United States. Kevisville lies on a country road in 
woods. The storekeeper in the one store has the only 
mone. These two churches are over 1000 miles a- 
as the crow flies. 
tween these two are located nine other congrega- 
s, one in northern Manitoba at Swan River, one at 
yers, Saskatchewan, and the rest in Alberta. The 
is roughly equal to that of the states of Montana, 
0, Wyoming, and North and South Dakota. We 
fortunate in that our congregations are large com- 
dd with the average in the districts of other Luther- 
in these parts. However, in our own synod we have 
distinction of being the largest district geographical- 
nd the smallest numerically. This is not meant to be 
araging. The people here have long had a zeal for 
© missions, and two of the eleven congregations 
» admitted within the last four years. 


CONGREGATIONS ARE DIFFERENT 
ne congregations have distinct personalities. Dickson 
founded by people that had to clear the land before 
suld be cultivated. Material progress was extremely 
- and difficult. But further to the south and east, 
nd Standard and Hussar, lay the prairie, waiting for 
dlow. Still further south and east was land that had 
yait for irrigation before people could build their 
es and a church near Tilley. In Calgary the difficul- 
of the last depression was the experience of many of 


Writer Swept 


the present members of Sharon Lutheran Church. 

Different as these congregations are, it is remarkable 
how close the ties bind them together so that the dis- 
trict forms a kind of community. 

What is the picture in the spiritual sense? Just this, 
that in the past the only faith that could survive here 
was a strong faith. Most of these churches have been 
outposts of Christianity amidst surroundings that have 
often been indifferent if not unsympathetic. The Lu- 
theran Church has yet to make her special contribution 
in this country. To do this she must steer successfully 
between the twin dangers of a faith based mainly on 
custom and habit, and the other extreme, a faith that 
despises forms and emphasizes emotion. A strong per- 
sonal faith in Jesus Christ expressing itself through 
the traditions of our church is the need. 


NOT PLEASED WITH NAME OF NEW CHURCH 


God has richly blessed that part of your church that 
extends up into Canada. May the spiritual harvest in- 
crease in the future. You have helped to make this pos- 
sible by your material assistance over the years. Many 
are the pastors whom you have sent up here and they 
have been good friends of the West Canada District. But 
sometimes we wonder if the people of the United States 
realize that this is Canada, a country with a history 
and a destiny of her own. When one’s neighbor is so 
overwhelmingly successful and knows it so well, one is 
apt to be a bit sensitive, especially when one has not 
yet had the full opportunity of showing what one is 
capable of doing. The people of this district are Canadi- 
ans, not Americans, for you have long ago appropriated 
that word as yours. Will you then excuse us when we 
fail to show much enthusiasm for the proposed name of 
the new church, The American Lutheran Church? 


Off His Feet 


The All Lutheran Stewardship Conference Meets 


By H. Irving Petersen, Synodical Delegate 


je annual Lutheran Stewardship Conference, held this 
- at Minneapolis Jan. 6-7, may well be called the 
it of the year in American Lutheranism. It is sig- 
ant for these reasons: 1. It is ALL-LUTHERAN. 
ny Lutheran body is not represented it is out of 
ze or because there is no stewardship program car- 
on by that body. 2. It deals with one of the most 
‘amental phases of Christian life,—awareness of 
‘acceptance of the fact that God wants us all as His 
partners in His plan of universal redemption of the 
le man. 3. The genuine mutuality that prevails at 


= conferences bears witness to an inner unity and 


purpose that centers in a truly evangelical spirit. 4. 
Stewardship as interpreted at this conference is not a 
modern term that has as its hidden purpose the sep- 
aration of a man and his money, but it is an age old ex- 
pression for the cultivation of that area in a Christian’s 
life where works prove the validity of man’s professed 
faith. 5. This conference is a sort of behind-the-scenes 
meeting that aims at the spiritual development of the 
total Christian personality as that may take place 
through a full commitment of all of life to God’s will 
and direction. 


Do I seem to have been swept off my feet when I say 
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it may well be called the event of the year in American 
Lutheranism? I am not only voicing my own feelings, 
but also what others in attendance said who have been 
present at all previous conferences. The unanimous feel- 
ing seemed to express itself something like this: “I con- 
sider these stewardship conferences the best meetings 
I attend from year to year.” 

The visible result of much consecrated thinking and 
planning on the part of experts in the field of steward- 
ship education is most impressive in its volume and 
‘practical value. We in a comparatively small synod with 
no full time stewardship staff cannot be expected to of- 
fer the printed helps that the larger synods produce, 
but that does not automatically seal us off from access 
to all helps we might need and desire. Without excep- 
tion there was a sincere and generous offer made to one 
and all to ask for any and all available materials, 
and permission to make use of whatever is useful to a 
given situation goes with the material. “What we have 
is yours to use. We only ask the same of you.” That ex- 
presses the relationship within the All-Lutheran Stew- 
ardship Conference. 

How and where are we to obtain some of the wonder- 
ful printed helps on Christian Stewardship that are a- 
vailable? Here are some addresses: 

ELC 
Department of Stewardship 
422 South Fourth St. 
Minneapolis 15, Minn. 


ALC 
Dept. of Stewardship and Finance 
57 E. Main St. 
Columbus 15, Ohio 

ULC 


Committee on Stewardship Central Synod 
4823 Douglas St. 
Omaha 3, Nebraska 

Mo. Synod 
Department of Stewardship 
210 North Broadway 
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St. Louis 2, Mo. ; 
Another source of valuable stewardship material is 
Stewardship Service Helps : 
919 Pasadena Dr. | 
Fort Wayne 6, Indiana | 
In writing to any of these you may want to spe 
the type of material wanted. Samples and price lists) 
be had for the asking. 
Tithing, Proportionate Giving, The Every Mem 
Canvass (or Visitation), the Unified Budget, The 
tor Plan (Training laymen for Every Member Visita 
by circuits or other designated areas), Special App 
were some of the finance-related topics that were < 
presented and vigorously discussed in Minneapolis. | 
A new eighty minute film entitled The Unfinis 
Task, recently released by the Lutheran Church, I 
souri Synod, was shown. It was unanimously rated 
one of the most powerful films on Stewardship | 
Evangelism ever seen by the members of the group 
will be available in limited supply sometime this si 
mer. 
Here are a few nuggets brought home from a most 
spiring and stimulating conference. “Christian Stewz 
ship is an index to my faith.” “Christian Stewardshi 
the acid test of a Christian’s faith and love.” “Chris 
Stewardship is to manifest Christ’s glory to the wor 
“Christian Stewardship is not a consequence of the 
pel, it lies close to the heart of the Gospel.” “The 
tivation of giving is the realization of the Gospel in 
“We are not giving enough because we are not cha 
enough.” “Man is not redeemed at all if he is not. 
tirely redeemed.” “Do we have visitors going out, no 
get money for the church, but to share their riches 
Christ?” 
Trick money raising schemes like bakery-apron sa 
suppers, coin cards etc. were referred to as attempts 
inject “painless suffering” into people’s giving to tl 
church and therefore something to be held in questio 
the Church’s honor and good reputation is to be I 
served. | 


New Guinea, A Rugged Field for Missionaries 


By Doctors Henry F. Schuh and George Schultz 


The American Lutheran Church has a large field in New Guinea. The readers who have read the accoull 


of the writers on their trip to Rome, Palestine, India will enjoy this article. 


By the way, when the ney 


church is organized Jan. 1, 1960, all of us will share in the blessings of this mission. 


Having been in New Guinea lo! these 60 hours, we 
shall not write a book on “The Problems of New Guinea 
and their Solution.” We shall not even attempt an 
article on the subject. 

Rather we shall content ourselves, as we did in In- 
dia, with some initial impressions. It is impossible, by 
the very nature of our experience, to avoid making com- 
parisons with India and with what we saw and wrote 
about it. And why should comparisons be avoided? 
Recognizing the differences contributes to understand- 


ing. The fact that there are differences implies no ju 
ment of the varied situations, problems, plans or s¢ 
tions. 

Take the native population, for instance. While 
dian nationals and New Guinea natives are both da 
skinned, the comparison ends about there. The Inc 
is frail, small-boned, ill-fed; the New Guinean is w 
built, well-nourished, and the rippling muscles in 
chest, back and legs are beautiful to behold. The 
dian has a restrictive diet, partly because the land 
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to yield enough to feed 370,000,000 hungry mouths 
artly because many meats that could supply high 
ion are on his self-imposed forbidden list. The 
y of meat and vegetables which the New Guinea 
will consume is much greater, and the supply per 
more generous. New Guinea’s heavier rainfall 
ore humid climate contributes to this situation. 
terrain is different, and the significance of this 
ence goes far beyond the writing of a “travelogue.” 
our previous picture of India as a flat country 
quickly destroyed as many hills were to be seen on 
v horizon, New Guinea is just plain mountainous. 
re our airplane touched down at Lae we had come 
nat conclusion. Cruising at an altitude of 12,000 
the wings of the plane seemed fairly to brush the 
of Mt. Victoria (13,363), Mt. Albert Edward 
)00 feet), and Mt. Dickinson (12,108) feet) Standing 
-e backyard at the residence of Missionary and Mrs. 
sill Clark (“Grandma” and “Grandpa” Clark in St. 
will be pleased to know that their 7-week old 
ddaugther is “doin’ just fine’) in Lae, mountains 
ped one’s view in every direction except toward the 


BY “CAR” 


; if we needed further proof, President John Kuder 
nged to transport us to the mission conference at 
UJ, “only” 90 miles from LAE, by “car.” The “car” 
-ed to be a left-over Weapons Carrier from World 
II with a powerful, if noisy, diesel engine sub- 
ted for what might otherwise have been a sleek, 
t, smooth straight-eight motor! But about the diesel 
me, we must admit it has a good low gear; we spent 
best part of 90 miles in it! 
4e road from LAE to WAU is up—six hours of 
tly up! But, despite the questionable “springs” in 
front seat occupied by the one of us best able to 
nee and the “hardwood”plank in the back of the 
k occupied by the one of us who could have bounc- 
o greater advantage, the experience was well worth 
“hese are real mountains! 
alf way on our journey we came to Gurakor, a sta- 
in our chain of missions occupied by Rev. and Mrs. 
Koschade (Beatrice Weiland). While one is tempted 
feel sorry~ for the Koschades because electricity is 
eard of, plumbing is the 1900 rural U.S. variety, 
hing is done in open vats heated over a wood fire, 
er is transported half a mile through hollow bamboo 
s, it gives way to exhilaration as one stands looking 
the hole where a picture-window will soon be in 
.e in the house now under construction, towering 
intains on either side capped by cottony cumulus 
ids, directing the view down a valley that extends as 
as the eye can see and reflects every conceivable 
Je of green. 
inally we came to WAU. There, on a hill that rises 
ple-like from the floor of a valley formed by sky- 
yping mountains on all sides, stands the Katharine 
mann School, site of the conference. The complex 
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of buildings making up the school for missionary chil- 
dren, consists of a dormitory for 60 students, classroom 
building, dining hall, staff houses. Since Wau is also the 
rest station for vacationing missionaries who need.a 
change from the hot, humid costal climate to the re- 
freshing air of this hilltop, there are four residence houses 
for general occupancy. Recreational facilities include a 
small swimming pool set next to the patch of ripening 
pineapples, sand boxes and playground equipment for 
the children, and a tennis court. A public golf course is 
nearby. 


WALKING 


Before being swamped by the profusion of scenery, 
we should point out the significance of this description. 
Many of our stations in the central highlands are lo- 
cated in even more rugged terrain. Take Missionary 
John Sievert, for instance. His station is at Bunabun, 
not hard to reach by boat from Madang. But he covers 
an area 70 miles long and 40 miles deep, into the moun- 
tains. There are now “roads,” which are only bare rib- 
bons three feet wide. A bicycle? Not up these moun- 
tains! a horse? In Sievert’s words, a horse would never 
make it—6-inch paths along deep precipices, over deep 
gorges on one or two logs! It’s strictly foot work for 
John. 

To help him on the slippery, muddy paths, he has de- 
veloped a special shoe with materials rounded up by his 
father, ‘Carl Sievert, in Chicago’s sport shops. He starts 
with a heavy walking boot to which he fastens spikes 
removed from shoes made for track racing. Such shoes, 
and a walking stick, get him by, as long as the native 
boys carry the cargo. 

One field that requires much attention is 25 miles “as 
the crow flies” from Bunabun. Trouble is John can’t fly 
like a crow. His schedule is an 814 hour walk the first 
day, 744 hours the second, and 6 hours brings him to 
his destination on the third. 

That’s just a quick look at one of the problems the 
missionary faces. Unlike in India, where a friendlier 
terrain makes auto travel practical, many missionaries 
in New Guinea cannot use a car—yet! 

A few hours after our arrival in Wau—the executive 
committee of the conference having preceded us—the 
bulk of the missionaries began arriving. How do you 
think they came? Not by car—there isn’t a private car 
in sight at the conference. Not by train—there isn’t a 
train running in New Guinea. Thirty-five people came 
by ship to Lae and then by truck on which planks had 
been placed across the side boards. But the bulk of the 
175 people at this conference came by plane—two char- 
tered DC 3’s and two of the mission’s own Cessnas. New 
Guinea is more modern than America! 

The airport is in full view of the hill on which we 
stay. It lies across the valley at the foot of a mountain— 
well, not quite at the foot; more at the ankle. For the 
landing field is a clear strip of land on a hillside; the top 
of the runway is 300 feet higher than the bottom. With 

(Continued on page 15) 
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THE LUTHER LEAGUE 
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The Penitential 
Psalms 


By Robert N. Hansen 
PSALM 32 


Here is one of the Hebrew psalms or hymns which 
also is in our own hymnbook No. 285: “Blest Is He Who 
Cries To Heaven.” In 1926, Rev. P. C. Paulsen, a UELC 
pastor, transposed this psalm for singing as a hymn. 
Take time out right now to re-read the psalm and com- 
pare it with the hymn, then when you next sing this 
hymn at church or Sunday school, you will remember 
that this is Psalm 32 you are singing. 


As you recall from last week, this is another of the 
Penitential Psalms. It is ascribed to David, and the A- 
postle Paul confirms this when he quotes from it (see 
Romans 4:6-8). Many Biblical scholars feel that the peri- 
od in David’s life which best fits the references in the 
psalm is the time of his impenitence after the murder 
of Uriah, followed ‘by the rebuke of Nathan, and the 
king’s acknowledgement of his sin (Read 2 Samuel 11: 
26-12:23). If this be true, then in the order of history, 
Psalm 32 would follow the 51st Psalm. 


“Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven.” Da- 
vid is bubbling over with the joy of forgiveness. The 
first two verses begin with the word “blessed” and we 
are reminded of the Ist Psalm and certainly of those 
beautiful words of our Lord —the Beatitudes — in Mat- 
thew 5. Remembering that this is a psalm of penitence, 
we might say that it begins with the end—that is— 
David was so overwhelmed by the goodness of God in 
granting him forgiveness and restoration of health, that 
when he came to write about it, he began with the joy 
of forgiveness which he was experiencing. 


He did not deserve this wonderful “peace with God,” 
considering his sin. David knew that only too well. He 
had been like a wild horse that had to be lassoed and 
curbed before he would serve the will of his master 
(see v. 9). He can think of nothing else to describe his 
own stubbornness. Then came his affliction and his a- 
wakening. He was like the Prodigal Son of our Lord’s 
parable. He acknowleged his sin, and God instructed 
him and made him once more “a son.” And now he 
delights to recall the process of his recovery. It began 
with his confession of sin. Then came the joy that God 
had “covered” his sins—had put them behind him — 
no longer charged them up against him. ; 


It is interesting to note in the first two verses the 
three-fold nature of wrong-doing or disobedience which 
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the Hebrew word describes for us: (1) Transgressid 
the passing over a boundary, doing what is prohibi 
(2) Sin— missing the mark, not doing what was ¢ 
manded, failure to reach the true aim of life; (3)) 
iquity — turning aside from the proper course; anyt; 
morally distorted or perverted. But along with this, 
tice how the psalmist paints the three-fold nature of } 
don: (1) Forgiveness — literally here, the lifting of} 
burden of guilt; (2) Covering — protecting the sil 
from punishment; (The New Testament reveals how 
sus Christ does this through His intercession and di 
in behalf of the sinner.) (3) Not imputing — the car 
ling of an obligation to pay the penalty. The trinit) 
sin is overcome by the Trinity of heaven. 


David has learned from vivid experience that the 4 
to God’s forgiveness is the way of truthful acknowl 
ment — humble confession of sin. It is only when 3 
does not cover up his sin that God does “cover” it. VI 
5b— “I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to | 
Lord.’”” reminds one so much of the Prodigal So! 
“I will arise and go to my Father and say to him, | 
ther, I have sinned.’ ” 


To young people who are faced with so many va 
ties of temptation, verse six is a gem. An active pray 
ful walk with God is the way to victorious living. “H 
we trials and temptations?...Take them to the L 
in prayer!” In the walk of life, made perilous by Sa 
and his forces, God is a Refuge, a place of hiding. “ 
me hide myself in Thee,” we sing, because if we 
Christians, the Bible tells us we are “hid with Ch 
in God.” (Col. 3:3) 


The Lord speaks to each of us and says: “I will 
struct you and teach you the way you should go.” H 
about it, Leaguers? This brings you to a decision 
choice, because the “crowd” says something very sil 
lar: “Come with us..do as we do— it’s OK — eve 
one is doing it—this is the way you should go if J 
want to ‘belong’.” Already at the altar of the Lord 
your confirmation, you made that decision—a_ li 
shakily perhaps, but you said in effect: “Yes, Lord 
will go Your way.” Have you kept your promise- I p: 
that you have —but if not, this psalm shows the way 
Go to the Lord with your sins and let Him “cov 
them. 


When you go God’s way, you will feel like shout 
with David: “Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice!” Br 
real example of a joyful Christian youth. Be a witr 
for your Christ! “Let the redeemed of the Lord say § 
(Next week: Psalm 38). 
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OUTH: 


ghteen leaguers from St. John’s Lutheran Church 
egon, Wisconsin join our poll this week. With 
results tabulated “Beneath The Cross Of Jesus” 
jaces “Our Father Has Light In His Window” among 
top ten. Besides this change some of the other 
s have shifted position. 


. Beautiful Saviour (165) 

. Rock Of Ages (65) 

. Holy, Holy, Holy (55) 

. Living For Jesus (54) 

. The Old Rugged Cross (47) 

. Onward, Christian Soldiers (43) 

. A Mighty Fortress (41) 

. Sweet Hour Of Prayer (39) 
®. What A Friend We Have In Jesus (39) 
0). Beneath The Cross Of Jesus (36) 


sur poll now represents the opinion of 323 young 
tple from 23 leagues. 


Up to Jerusalem 


Tesus is going up to Jerusalem to die. He sees a cross- 
»wned hill, but He will not turn aside. He does not 
ry Himself in selfless pity; He loses Himself instead 


selfless love. 


[he road that He takes up is marked by what He 
-es. To blind Bartimaeus He gives sight. To the sor- 
wing sisters He gives comfort. To dead Lazarus He 
-es life. To the disturbed disciples He gives peace. To 
- penitent thief He gives a promise. To contrite sin- 
-s He gives salvation. 

+ is for this that He came into the world, and it is 
this that He is going up to Jerusalem. That men 
ght live, He will give Himself in death, even as He 
ve Himself in life. 

Jesus went up to Jerusalem that I might never die! 
id since I owe my life to Jesus, I give that life to 
m. 

1s I go up to Jerusalem, I see the needs of men. I have to 
p, for Jesus stopped. I cannot pass them for in the 


‘tance I see the cross-crowed hill on which He died. 
J.W.N. 
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THE HYMNS WE LOVE TO SING 
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AS ADULTS: 


Immanuel Ladies Aid of Hazelwood, Minnesota be- 
comes the first adult group to participate in our hymn 
poll, and Seminarian Paul Jersild is the first individual. 
Only three hymns are listed as favorites by both the 
adults and the youth. 


1. Beautiful Saviour (12) 

2. Jesus, Lover Of My Soul (8) 

3. My God, How Wonderful Thou Art (7) 
4. Rock Of Ages (6) 

5. What A Friend We Have In Jesus (6) 
6. I Need Thee Every Hour (4) 

7. Faith Of Our Fathers (4) 


- Paul Jersild writes: “I’ve just completed a liturgics 
course in which quite a bit of time was spent on hym- 
nology — an interesting subject. During our study I jot- 
ted down a number of my favorites; here they are 
“Beneath The Cross Of Jesus,” “Dear Lord And Father 
Of Mankind,” “How Sweet The Name Of Jesus Sounds,” 
“Jesus, The Very Thought Of Thee,” “My God How 
Wonderful Thou Art,” “O Love That Wilt Not Let Me 
Go,” and “Open Now Thy Gates Of Beauty.” 


“Knowing the story behind a particular hymn or the 
biography of the writer can certainly enrich that hymn 
for you, I find.” 


Any other adults wishing to participate in the hymn 
poll should send their favorites to the youth editor. 


FOOD FOR THOUGHT 


The following are pithy sayings of Olfert Ricard 
culled from his writings by Svend Rehling, and 
translated by Einer Romer, pastor at Avoca, Iowa. 


“Necessity teaches the unclad woman to spin,” 
but it also teaches a worldly person to pray. 


Jesus makes the plan, but we are the ones to 
carry it out. 


The highest a person can become is to become a 
servant of the Highest One. 


The person who really looks at Jesus cannot but 
admire Him. 


To obey and to serve, these are royal verbs. 
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BY THE FIRESIDE 


LOVELY THINGS 
By Lelah Kinney Ayers 


If I should write of things that are to 
me 

The loveliest in all my memory, 

I’d write of ocean waves so blue and 
gray, 

Pure snow on trees and shrubs on win- 
ter’s day; 


Clean rain and wind-washed air in 
early spring; 

Crimson and (gold in autumn’s coloring; 

A summer sky fire-bright with sunset 
glow; 

The cool brown earth turned up for 
seeds to grow; 


The regal moon with gleaming stars 
at night; 

Pink radiance of early dawn of light; 

The petaled beauty of a talisman rose; 

A beaming rainbow in a brilliant pose; 


The scarlet flash of cardinal’s bright 
wings— 
And then, I’d thank our God who made 
these things! 
—Home Life. 


GIVE GOD TIME 
By F. W. Boreham 


The late Dr. Jowett said that he 
was once in a most pitiful perplexity 
and consulted Dr. Berry, of Welver- 
hampton. “What would you do if you 
were in my place?” he entreated. “I 
don’t know, Jowett, I am not there 
and you are not there yet. When do 
you have to act?” “On Friday,” Dr. 
Jowett replied. “Then you will find 
your way perfectly clear on Friday. 
The Lord will not fail you,” answered 
Berry. And, sure enough, on Friday 
all was. plain. 

One of the very greatest and wisest 
of all Queen Victoria’s diplomats has 
left it on record that it became an 
inveterate habit of his mind never to 
allow any opinion or any subject to 
crystalize until it became necessary to 
arrive at a practical decision. 

Give God time, and even when the 
knife flashes in the air the ram will 
be seen caught in the thicket. 

Give God time, and even when 
Pharaoh’s host is on Israel’s heels a 
path through the waters will be sud- 
denly opened. 

Give God time, and when the bed of 
the brook is dry, Elijah shall hear the 
guiding voice. —Challenge 


HOW TO IMPROVE RELATIONSHIPS 


A little more kindness, 
A little less creed; 

A little more giving, 

A little less greed; 

A little more smile, 

A little less frown; 

A little less kicking 

A man when he’s down; 
A little more “we,” 

A little less “I,” 

A little more laugh, 

A little less cry; 

A few more flowers 

on the pathway of life, 
And fewer on grave 

At the end of the strife 


Author Unknown 


THY WORD IS TRUTH 


How shall the young secure their 
hearts, 
And guard their lives from sin? 
Thy Word the choicest rule imparts, 
To keep the conscience clean. 


When once it enters in the mind, 
It spreads such light abroad 

The meanest souls instruction find, 
And raise their thoughts to God. 


‘Tis like the sun, a heavenly light, 
That guides us all the day; 


And, through the dangers of the night, 


A lamp to lead our way. 


Thy Word is everlasting truth; 
How pure is every page! 

That holy Book shall guide our youth, 
And well support our age. 


—Isaac Watts. 


ONE FAITH—ONE LORD 


Only one Cross! And to the Cross 
He leadeth all His own. They gather 
around it, and its healing falls upon 
each sinful one. 

Only one Flock! And to that flock 
the Shepherd brings His sheep, on the 
green pasture there, to feed them all, 
and with His staff to keep. 

Only one Way! One way for all the 
many wanderers returning from a 
thousand various parts through earth’s 
long, stormy years. 

Only one City! And to that city His 
beloved come; brought by Himself to 
find in it, forever, their safe and bless- 
ed home. 

Only one Christ! And to that Christ 
the Father draws each eye, bidding 


them look, and in that looking 
that they no more may die. 


Only one Heaven! Into whose gl 
He His own doth call where all is ; 
less, sorrowless and bright—wh 
Christ is all in all. —Horatious Bor 

The Free Metho 


WHOLLY FOR GOD 


Seek grace to know what it mean 
live as wholly for God as Jesus 
Only the Holy Spirit Himself 
teach you what an entire yielding 
the whole life to God can mean. ‘i 
on ‘God to show you in this what yo 
not know. Let every approach to 
and every request for fellowship 
Him be accompanied by a new, v 
definite anid entire surrender to 
to work in you. —Andrew Mur 


| 
BREAKING THE RECORD _ 


Puffing and blowing, the sailor ji 
managed to jump into a carriage | 
the train left the station. 


The middle-aged man in the corr 
eyed him with scorn. 


“When I was your age, my lad,” 
said, “I could run a half mile, ca 
a train by the skin of my teeth, a 
yet be as fresh as a daisy.” \ 


“Yes,” gasped the young fellow, “B 
I missed this one at the last statior 
—Old American Ney 


A noted minister preaching one Sa 
bath was asked by the soprano soloi 
for his subject so that she might sele 
an appropriate solo to follow the se 
mon. When he hesitated, she sai 
“Never mind. I’ll listen carefully az 


_ before you are through, I’ll have som 


thing appropriate ready.” 


The sermon ended. Then came tl 
selection entitled, “Sometme, Som 
where, We’ll Understand.” 


A farmer’s barn burned down, ar 
the agent for the insurance campan 
explaining the policy that covered) tk 
structure, told him that his firm woul 
build another barn of similar size i 
stead of paying the claim in cash. Tt 
farmer was furious. “If that’s the we 
your oe does business,” he e3 
ploded, “you can just cancel the i 
Surance policy on my wife!” 
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YS AND NOTES 


(Continued from page 6) 

ed to bring a Christmas gift for 
@ember of the Sunset Home. This is 
warly project of the Ladies Aid to 
t= Christmas Cheer ito evéry resi- 
#| of the Sunset Home by giving 
one a Christmas gift. It is not the 
so much, as the feeling back of it 
someone is thinking of them. 
December 9, 1955, Andrea Win- 
| passed away at the age of 64. 
| was born on October 9, 1891 in 
mark. ‘She is survived by two sons, 
Ford of Cupertino, Calif. and Don- 
of Eugene, Ore.; four grandchil- 
4; one brother, Marius Anderson 
mMugene, Ore.; two sisters, Pauline 
Hley of Portland, Ore. and Laura 
Wdy of Eugene, Ore. Funeral ser- 
BS were conducted by Rev. H. A. 
mdsen. Interment in West Lawn 
orial Park. Andrea Winther had 
uster, Elsie Anderson, who passed 
ry a few years ago. Elsie Anderson 
formerly a Deaconess at Brush, 
rado Sanitarium. 

e Boy Scout Troop sponsored by 
maus Lutheran Church had its 
‘rt of Honor December 11, 1955. 
pe boys received their first Class. A- 
rds, four boys Second Class, three 
» boys their Tenderfoot ‘Badge, and 
boy his third Merit Badge for 
zenship in the home. The Scout 
ster, A. T. Moos and Assistant 
rut Master M. P. Fortier gave re- 
its of the past year events and a 
mt outline of the coming year. The 


. 


(Continued on page 15) 


GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
NSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 

Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 
Blair, Nebraska 
Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 


paren: 
Srunting 

All types of printing for your 
church or yourself. 


Done at reasonable prices. 


Patronize YOUR OWN Publish- 
ing House for your printing needs. 


We are here to serve YOU and 
OUR CHURCHES 


* * * 


LUTHERAN 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 


200 South Fifth St. Blair, Nebr. 
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Orders Are Being Taken 
For 


First Mortgage Bonds 


at 4% Interest 
For a 
NEW CHURCH BUILDING PROGRAM 
Congregations or individuals wishing to make an investment 


and to have a part in this phase of Christ’s Kingdom are invited 
to write for further particulars to : 


FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
515 East Fourth Street 
Fremont, Nebraska 


gt 


IN LESS THAN A YEAR 


Our Best Selling Plan 


(And here are 3 reasons why) 


1b The low cost of this policy has convinced 
Lutherans that they can’t afford to be without the extra 
$10,000 insurance it provides. 


Ye, The Selector Plan has an unusual feature 
which permits the policyowner to have it mature as anendow- , 


ment at age 65. 
k 


3, The initial success of this policy not only 
convinced prospects, but it convinced our agents that this is 
the plan most Lutherans want... and need. 


Send Me Information about the SELECTOR PLAN 


Name Age 


Address 


City Zone State 


LIFE INSURANCE. 


Dutheran Mutual | Eee. 


CKNOWLEDGHENTS Chil- Pen-/' 
A Total dren’s SchoolGeneral Mome Indian Utah silo} 
Received Homes Fund Fund Miseion Mizsston Mission Ful 


Total 8 di Budget $270,z0x.vue. Budgets: | ...............- 28229.00 ouenenTiiatal ee 61546.00|7800.00)1542.00|64 
sence cent eee be seoooa7allast7i94 48836.27 


Previously acknowledged 


Bugene, Ore., in memory of Sam Sorensen of Bethesda Church: from the 


family of Sam Sorensen $25, from friends in Bethesda congregation’ 


14191.43/37268.60/5659.92/1101.76]3 


SOB edeeds cova sess ovsesotevea den tact ee Cone teeen aa aen oe aNatiCace Oeaeat We oa foe Soon eee ae nace ae eon 
Petaluma, Calif, (Wlim:) Luithy (Church iirc...cnsercsceeeess sss ees wnetne emaeesveaes eee en ee eenattoea es | 
San Francisco, Calif., Miss Emma Mark in memory of Rev. James C. 

DSc 10 of) ¢ i aE en Re cr Ere ttn BRN cree ee eae EB CASTE Sonar ith GeO OCERS SSG : 
Eugene, Ore., Elsie and Louise Elgaard $10 in memory of Mrs. A. Win- 

ther, ‘and $10) ine memoryof Sharon |Sin@er iis sae eee eee i 


Minneapolis, Minn., Lutheran Bible Instittue for Rev. A. R. Petersen ........ 
Cushing, Wis., Cushing Loyal Workers in memory of Victor Swanson 
Denver, Colo., St. Mark’s Luth. Sunday School 
Hartland, Wis., Our Savior’s Luth. Church 
Rolfe las Stee aul’ Ss) Truth yeh chess ree ate eecee cere 
Viborg, S. D., Bethany Willing Workers in memory of Mrs. Ervin Holm: 


Lincoln Nebr, Our Saviors! Tuths @hurchie eeatrca ris tesserae earn { 

Moorhead: dia. (Bethesda south ys. biel sae cece ect eee neces oc enTe oa eeenee 

Moorhead, Ia., Bethesda Luth. Church in memory of Irvin King, Charter cae 
28 | A I eee Se ein at, teen ne Sait RR a Mi AM rE nlc A eS ance see oP AED ! 10.010 

Ruskin, Nebr., in memory of John Kaldahl* #3 17.00) 

Kansas City, Kan., Westwood Luth. Church 20.:0'0) 


Castromvalleyy, Calli. Maltien lth © HU Chis sss. te neem ieee ee nee neta enese ee aati aerer 
McNabb, Ill., Miss Esther J. Andersen in memory of Mrs. Albert Paulsen! 
McNabb, Ill., in memory of Mrs. Albert Paulsen: Mrs. Laura Morgensen, 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Carr, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Grassen: 


45.00 .... 


lEXone Repoionky, AWMIGRS Iibase Aker iishay abbey AS fh Wee ossde: sssnnsconno nooseennoden 
Poy sippl, aWwas., Hirst. Dnelishe Wirth iC hia cn tnemncatceecse eee eerarors 
Hutchinson, Minn., Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Lamp in memory of Rev. James' ; 
SPP STOLSOMID Beers choose area aka ok ee Ree Ee ek oe ae ee : oP shell aediniangeacabslll Secs 
Harlan, Ia., Immanuel Luth. Church in memory of Rev. James C. Peter-! ae sufi stazseceeeseeel oeate 
SSO cg Gel scrote aes ec sciata lo coiten owas Get Gea ee I ees cs cee se roe steheeteeaees| cose eee ea 


Harlan, Ia., Immanuel Luth. Church 
McNabb, Ill., Mr. and Mrs. Lester Morgensen and Mr. and 
Grassen) ins imemory sof sNirs) cAlice) Siw alrimene ccc sc nm: te ce teseecccnretneien 
Sidney, Sar Raymond Petersen in memory of Mrs. Nels Bentsen, Port-} 
land, haSGF hericcedtaccosSancoR ie CCOOCtRee BROAAGGHEEOCaAT MRnCE AT PONTE Asch Car nietier occa ceric heneae Fecal EES AEB : 
Exira, Ia., members of Exira Luth. Church in memory of Jens Mikkelsen, 
fadher son uMrsn heve stanley. (uarse@n, maces ir. cis et einstein, ania eo ees 
Exira, Ia., Exira Luth. Church y 
Selma, Calif., Pella, Luth. S. S. bh en 
San Francisco, Calif., Mr. and Mrs. Roscoe Jensen im memory of Rev. ..............: 
diames:. (Co “Peterson, 4. 5. Relseccve meee ctasvrcay divs Mens osedee ns «koe e ee ee ee BE OO! |e emeeemeacess ae 
Plainview, Nebr., Bethany Luth. Ladies Aid, contents of Birthday Bank ........ — |] .............. 
Lot ther Oaks! iC hildrentc! ELOmicwe.. are: se cence eee nn) ie eee el u 
Denver, Colo., First Bethany Luth. 
Ringsted, Ia., St. Paul’s Luth. 8. S., children’s Christmas offering divided ........ 
between Psthen, TwWOseELOMOS” ertce. icone. enone mr etote neem e eee ec or es 
Kenosha, Wis., Mr. and Mrs. C. Cifford Koldenborg in memory of Pastor ............... 
JANOS Cie LE CtST SOT Orit ee ESF Ae es is I eA RAN atee replies 


TOTAL ]161625.78]|15955.28 5720.76|1127.76|36918 


*Ruskin, Nebr., in memory of John Kaldahl: Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Hansen, Mr. and Mrs. Ernest ‘Christensen, Mr. and Mrs. (Arthur 
tersen and Kindall, Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Christensen, Mr. and Mrs. Emil Jensen and Dorthea Nielsen $17 for Home Mission. Mr. and 
Chris Gregersen, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Peterson and family, Mr. amd Mrs. Walter Petersen and family $7 for the Indian Mission, Mr. | 
Mrs. Eugene Schultz, Mr. and Mrs. Dick Renz, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Jensen, Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Jensen, Mr. and Mrs. Jens Brask, Mr. # 
Mrs. Alfred Sorensen, ‘Mr. and Mrs. Fritz Sorensen, Nels Jenssen and Kathryn Jensen $8 for the Japan Mission. Mr. and Mrs. Bill Brat 
Mr. and ‘Mrs. Harold Hansen, Mr. and Mrs. Herman West, Mr. and Mrs. Arnold S'monsen and Mr. and Mrs. Ervin Sorensen $8 for the } 
dan Mission. Total $40.00. 

Besides the above there were $10 for the “Forward with Christ” ingathering, also in memory of John Kaldahl from Ruskin friends 

PLEASH NOTH: On Dec. 21st St. Peter’s Ladies Aid, Circle No. 3, Northfield, Minn., sent $10.00 to the Japan Mission. The seni 
forgot to state, that it was given in memory of Dr. H. Inadomi. 


South Gen. 
SPECIAL MISSIONS Total Japan Amer. Santal Sudan Jewish China L.W.A. Fore 
Received Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission 1956 Missi 

j |120227.00/16000.00|10000.00/15000.00| | |43399.00| 


IPreviolishy = acknow leds eubeaciss: wees eo menses coal 


Petaluma, Calif., memorial gifts from members of Elim Luth. | 
Church: l 
Karen Iverson in memory of Mrs. Anna Waldemar ................ | 
In memory of Mrs. Ruby Dulac: Mrs. Ella Olsen, Mr. and j 

Mrs. Vergel Olsen and Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Olson of Tem- 
ple City, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Olsen, Arcadia, Lester Han- 
sen, Los Angeles $10, Mr. and Mrs. E. Baumgarten, Riv- 
erside, $3, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Buttke $1, Mr. and Mrs. 
Don Buttke $1, Mr. and Mrs. N. Korf $1, Petaluma, Mrs. 
Marie Hansen $10, Mr. and Mrs. J. Christensen, Cotate $3 

Fremont Bluffs, Nebr., Trinity Luth. S. S. for a bell for a S. S./ 

Ferndale, Calif., a member of Our Savior’s Luth. Church _........ | 

Portland, Ore., Mrs. P. Rasmussen in memory of Mrs. C. N. 
PBOR LEIS OTN Re aetone csc steep tae rerans Jae remo aeRO ee ee eee eee ane 

Detroit, Mich., Northwest Trinity Luth. S. S. for support of 

opna Tudu, a divinity school student, contents of birthday 
RD EAI Qe ge ess oc eae Se aerate et Poe eae eee ee co ee tO ee eae 

Castro Valley, Calif., Faith Luth. S. S. for the Santial Mission 
Teper Colony) scat. cee ee ae ee : 

Ruskin, Nebr., in memory of John Kaldahl* .... ec we 

Pasadena, Calif., Bethany Guild for the Bible Institute in Japan | 

Blair, Nebr: Mrs and ‘Mirs,/Ove: i) Anderson seein. rene 

General Fund for Board of Foreign Missions, a refund .............. | 

Lake Forest, Ill., Miss Christine Petersen of Atonement. Church, | 
Chicago, in memory of Anton Petersen, Elk Horn | 


South American Mission, transfer from General Fund for For- | 


|14964.75|] 8610.56 14: 


97:04.43/13512.70)] 438.24] 101.98] 


327.98 


48404.44) 


Jacksonville, Ia., S..S. of Bethlehem Luth. Church ........ ............... 18.12 
Salt Lake City, Utah, Albert Bachmann of Tabor Church ..... 5.00'|| 
Blair, Nebr., Mr. and Mrs. N. T. Lund in memory of Peter H.|... 
SOLGTSCI: May ee ee RU alain oh. 8 et AAR ei CON 5.001 | 
SPENCE elas mIserhiamMye: TU Se See cecancsssdniese terete eet omen ee 9.15. 
Selma, ‘Calif., Pella Luth. S. S. for support of James in the Su- a ee 
Lara Sei OMA: se Suse estes cSt ae «ced seasunsseSke doh tens se 1c eae ee | a 40.00 
Boston, Mass., Bethany Ladies Ajid, Life Membership for Mrs. |} .. 
iircde nRacmUssen ee edhami ne Viassey | ls) Si inine NG sag mene 6.75 
Diao Se IStRLCt AWW MLS) APTOJCCE is. c.0ccn-stacncs,deeuenccccu dhe eee 200.00 
Illinois District W.M.S. Project to maintain a Bible Teacher in| ¥ 
SOuUChee AMC TOA MieA Tae. cotiine ce ee eee. 1 FOO 
Cordova, Nebr., Our Savior’s Luth. Ladies Aid ORO 
Denver, Coio., First Bethany Luth. ........ 50.001] 25.00 
Kevisville, Alberta, Canada, Immanuel Luth. Church, offering Sr 
at meeting by Miss M. Nissen _.......... pang een Ree ee 1.0.45} Bi a ea 
f : TOTAL 150013.22]/15160 25| 9683.96] 9931.86113581.15 24) 101.98) 3708 
Please observe, according to the action of th i feet ; : aa -15] 438.24] 101.98] 371.98 743 
will be different: e Board of Foreign Missions, that next week the names of the columns of ool Missi 
Receipts to February 18, 1956, to Forward with Christ totaled $191,897.33. 
Received with thanks. Blair, Nebraska, February 18, 1956. 


H. J. Hansen, Tre 
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Jesus. 


AND NOTES 
((Continued from page 13) 


has had a successful year, and 
11 soon be one year since the 
ization of the Boy Scout Troop 
amaus Lutheran Church. At the 
of Honor, a display was arrang- 
the troop equipment and also 
soys’ personal equipment. 
‘istian Anderson of 2401 Haig 
s, Eugene, Oregon passed away 
home Thursday, January 5, 1956, 
= age of 77 years. He was born in 
sade, Minn., on December 4, 1879. 
ms a member of the Emmaus Lu- 
n Church. He is survived by his 
Louise; two sons, Harold C. of 
ne, Ore. and Arnold P. of Whit- 
Calif.; two daughters, Mrs. Hilda 
yer and Mrs. Malbel Christensen, 
of Eugene, Ore.; 13 grandchil- 
two brothers, Jens of Pasadena, 
, Harold of Carlsbad, Calif.; five 
s, Matilda Jensen of Vancouver, 
. Mary Clark of Los Angeles, 
, Christine Rosendahl of Selma, 
, Maffie Jensen of Altadena, 
, and Lenora Moxness of Everett, 
. Funeral services were conduct- 
_ the Emmaus Lutheran Church, 
ay, January 9, 1956 with Rev. H. 
rvendsen officiating. Ejvind Laur- 
ang, “What A Friend We Have In 
"> and “I Am A Pilgrim.” Inter- 
in Lane Memorial Gardens. 
maus Lutheran Church Congre- 
} had its annual meeting on Sun- 


THE SAVIOR BETRAYED 
(Continued from page 4) 


rid that he loved Jesus. By this demonstration of 
on he wanted Jesus to believe that he loved Him. 
pretending to love Jesus, saying nice things about 
making the appearance of being one of His fol- 
, and even showing affection to Him, Judas be- 


ch members and teachers and leaders in the 
are subject to the same weaknesses and tempta- 
s Judas. While appearing to be showing Him af- 
m they are betraying Him. While saying the name 
sus with holy tones, they mean by it only one who 
uke other people, and whose death was not neces- 
for the hope of sinners. Judas betrayed Jesus be- 
Judas had not seen God as one who must die for 
ms. Although Judas would speak reverently of the 
of Jesus, He did not suit Judas’ idea of God, so 
ide plans to be rid of Him. To make up a substi- 
od for the God who must die for your sins is 
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of eternal life. 
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betrayal of Jesus whether you do that only in your 
personal life or in your teaching. 

Loyalty to Jesus is to represent Him in word and 
deed as the One who died and rose again for your hope 


NEW GUINEA, 
A RUGGED FIELD FOR MISSIONARIES 


(Continued from page 9) 


day, January 15, 1956, following the 
worship service and a congregational 
dinner at noon. The budget for the 
coming year was approved. The con- 
gregation gave Rev. H. A. Svendsen 
a special vote of thanks for his out- 
standing service of the year. Reports 
from various organizations of the 
church were given. 


Harlan, Iowa. Pastor Lyle Paulsen. 

Our Ladies’ Aid had an interesting 
meeting in November which featured 
a Santal Tea. The ttea that was served 
was grown on our Mission Farm in 
India. “Glorified Rice” was also on the 
menu. The \guest speaker was Mrs. 
Irving Petersen of Jacksonville. 


Our church was attractively decor- 
ated for our Harvest Festival Sunday 
late in November. In the afternoon a 
Danish service was conducted by a 
former pastor, C. M. Videbeck of At- 
lantic. In the evening the Church 
Board was host ‘to all who joined the 
church during the year. All offerings 
received that day were given to our 
Building Fund to be used in payment 
for a new parsonage. 

Our old parsonage, with a bit of re- 
modeling is now known as the Parish 
House and is used for some 'S. S. class- 
es and meetings of small. groups. Our 
pastor’s family is now nicely settled 
in their new home, and while we dare 
say they may enjoy the peace and 
quiet of being half a mile away, the 


one end blocked by a mountain, there is no worrying 
about wind direction. Landings are made up hill, take- 
offs go the opposite direction down hill. 

Perhaps you feel this article tells too much about the 
terrain and too little about missionary work. But it will 
help you get a better idea of the problems the mission- 
aries face. In addition to the hard shell of human tradi- 
tions, superstitions and customs, the climate and geo- 
graphy conspire to make the work difficult. To some, 
these difficulties may be obstacles; but after only one 
day of conference (7 more days to go), one gets the con- 
viction that to the missionaries who have been sent to 
New Guinea, obstacles are only challenges. 


ladies of the church, at least, sorely 
miss being able to run in and borrow 


an egg for coffee. 


Our Men’s Club have had some in- 
teresting speakers for their meetings. 
One was Merle Hagedorn, State Rep- 
resenta‘ive from Royal, who spoke to 
them on “Christmas and Government.” 
Two men from the Social Security Of- 
fices talked to the men about the new 
Social Security for farmers, etc. 

Sunday, December 18, might well 
have been called “Our Christmas Pro- 
gram” Sunday. In the morning, at the 
regular worship hour, our choir pre- 
sented the Worship in Music. In tthe 
afternoon the Primary Dept. gave 
their program, and in the evening the 
Junior Dept. presented theirs. Our 
Sunday school enrollment has become 
so large that it was nearly impossible, 
and also dangerous, to try to have all 
the children appear in one program. 
The S. S. gave their Christmas offer- 
ing to a “Close-to-Home’’ Mission, 
namely for furnishings for the new 
‘Parish House. 

Our pastor’s yearly report shows 
that 35 adults joined the church by 
transfer or confirmation, but 6 have 
since moved away, and 8 families 
have moved out of town. Our S. S. 
enrollment has reached 270. The vari- 
ous organizations have been active in 
their support of our church work, and 
we have a fine volunteer jgroup that 
carries out a program of visitation 
each month. 


DEVOTIONAL READINGS 


DIARY OF A DISCIPLE by William 
C. Berkemeyer. This devotional book for 
the 40 days of Lent presents the story 
of Jesus from Baptism to Resurrection. 
It is told in diary form from the view- 
point of an imaginary witness with 
each of the 40 entries retelling an out- 
standing event. The passages have more 
than an historical interest—they re- 
create the questions and conflicts in the 
minds of those witnesses, revealing 
them to be as current today as they 
were nearly two thousand years ago. 
(U-87). $1.75 Postage 8c) 


GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY By 0. 
Hallesby. Scriptural truths for daily wor- 
ship and Christian living presented in 
simple and direct style. Based on brief 
well-chosen Bible passages. Suitable for 
family devotions as well as for individual 
worship. Beautifully bound in red with 
decoration in black and gold. (A-5). 


$1.50 (Postage 8c) 


THE PRAYERS OF PETER MAR- 
SHALL. Contained in this new Peter 
Marshall book are 276 prayers used in 
congregations he served and in the 
United States Senate. Mrs. Marshall 
has written an introduction to each sec- 
tion of the book and to many of the 
prayers. If you have enjoyed the other 
books on Peter Marshall, you will find 
in this volume the same great wisdom, 
warmth and humanity of this man of 
God shining through. (M-130), 


$3.00 (Postage 12c) 


WALKING WITH GOD by Martin 
Hegland. Daily meditations that will 
draw you to a closer, more meaningful 
walk with God. The meditations lead 


on an exploration of personal Christian 
(A-5). 


living. $1.50 (Postage 8c) 


THUS SAITH THE LORD by Martin 
Hegland. A daily devotional book with 
the readings selected from the Old 
Testament, RSV revision. The careful 
selection makes it possible lo read 
through the Old Testament omitting 
the lengthy genealogical tables, minute 
ritualistic regulations, extended accounts 
of wars, and the like. Rather, the read- 
er’s attention is turned to the passages 
of stirring historic interest, literary 
beauty and spiritual value. A prayer 
closely related to the passage selected 
completes each day’s reading. As each 
new book of the Old Testament is pre- 
sented, the author gives a brief, mean- 
ingful summary to orientate thie reader. 
(A-5). $2.50 (Postage 12c) 


FOR HIS NAME’S SAKE arr. by Mar- 
tin Hegland. This daily devotional book 
emphasizes the actual use of God’s Word. 
The entire New Testament has been di- 
vided into a year of daily readings, each 
with a descriptive heading and a clos- 
ing prayer. Brief informational notes 
introduce each book of the New Testa- 
ment. (A-5). $2.00 (Postage 12c) 


$e 


WELLS OF SALVATION 
Editor-Pastor Stanley Carlsen 
Here is the daily devotional 

book for pocket or purse which 
provides opportunity for Bible 
reading, meditation and prayer. 
Each devotion is written by a dif- 
ferent pastor of the U.E.L.C. In 
each devotion a verse of Scripture 
is dealt with in a simple, practical 
and evangelical manner and is fol- 
lowed with a brief prayer. Single 
subseription—75 cents per year or 
15 cents per copy. Club rates: 
5-49 copies—7 cents each; 50-99 
copies—6 cents each; 100-199 copies 
5 cents each; 290 or more copies— 
4 cents each. 
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I WAS SICK, translated by 
M. Hansen. This is an excellent 
tional book for the sick, chronic 
er, and for surgical cases. Here 1 
gets down into life. Useful for 
and physicians. $1.50 (Pos 

4 copies, $5.00 (Postag 


THIS WORLD AND THE CH 
by Howard Hong. A new book fo 
ing Christians. Secularism, the 
ing and practice of the absence o 
has an eroding influence on peop 
on the church in particular. Dr 
stresses the seriousness of the co 
at the present time and the 
giving concerned Christians impe 
effective thought and action. (A-5) 
bound. $2.50 (Postag 


THE SECRET OF GREATNE 
Reuben K. Youngdahl. Here are 2 
liant messages—the same straight 
the-shoulder “Sunday punch” thé 
the pews of Dr. Youngdahl’s chur 
attracts thousands more to his T 
radio programs, His lively style i 
In such titles as “Live on Tiptoe, 
Cure for Troubled Hearts,” and 
Time Out to Take Eternity in.” 
each message runs the golden the 
the power of God in Christ to 
men more than conquerors. (R- 


$2.50 (Postag 


OUR HEARTS REJOICE Comp: 
John E. Meyer. A book of new Cor 
ion meditations for everyone. A 
for those who think about the i 
ance and meaning of the Sacrame 
meditations consider the subject 
the general headings: A Searching 
arational; A Joyful Reception; A 
icated Departure. (W-89) 


$2.00  (Postag 
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“‘ Lutheran Publishing House 
¥ 200 South Fifth Street 
Blair, Nebraska 


Please send me the following: 


—Diary of a Disciple - 
God’s Word For Today 
——The Prayers of Peter Marshall 
— Walking With God 

—tThus Saith The Lord 

For His Name’s Sake 

Wells Of Salvation 

—I Was Sick 

—This World and the Church 
—The Secret of Greatness 

Our Hearts Rejoice 


[I enclose $—C.0.D.——Charge 
Address 


Name 
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